Analysing the relationship between sociology and social policy

	
	Sociology
	Social policy

	What is the nature of the subject?
	An academic discipline with its own theoretical traditions.
	A field of study that draws on the expertise of various disciplines, including sociology.

	What areas of social life is it concerned with?
	All aspects of social behaviour. This includes normal and everyday social situations.
	Social pathology (i.e. things that have gone wrong). They want to provide solutions to practical problems.

	What is the aim of the subject?
	To understand parts or all of society. It is descriptive i.e. says what is.
	To change society or parts of it. It is prescriptive i.e. says what should be.

	What is the meaning of ‘problem’?
	Sociological problems are questions that sociologists want to be able to explain.
	Social problems are personal troubles that have issues of public concerns.

	What part do values play?
	It is value neutral- the subject is not concerned with right or wrong. It makes no moral judgement about what is good or bad. 
	Value judgements are made about what is done and how, why it is done and whether it should be done. These political decisions are based on the way it is believed society ought to be.


